THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
every incident of German hostility, extenuate and
excuse; and even applaud.
The popular Press of our day, in facing the
obviously greater Japanese or Italian or German
danger, reverses completely every argument which it
used in facing the German danger before the War*
Why?
If the growth in power of the orderly Germany of
the pre-War era, a Germany of culture, traditions,
race, so closely allied to ours, was a menace that we
had to fight to the death, what shall be said of the
danger presented by a much more sinister Germany
allied to an Asiatic power of immense potentialities
threatening the security of India, Australia, our Eas-
tern interests as a whole? If that pre-War Germany,
aided by Austria and Turkey, was so grave a menace
to our Empire and trade, what would be the threat
presented by a Nazi Germany, allied, as she would
inevitably be in the event of a Russo-Japanese war,
with a Fascist Japan?
Consider the most probable contingencies and their
relation to Britain's interests. Quite obviously it is
part of Japan's hope and plan to do in China what
Britain has done in India; to make internal disorder
on a large part of the Asiatic continent a means of its
conquest; to conquer China, not so much with
Japanese power, as with Chinese power, to use
Chinese forces of one part for the conquest of the
remainder. It will not, of course, be done in a day,
but that the plan will be followed persistently Japanese
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